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Trinity Sunday 7" June, 2020

Message from Rev Dr Robert Johnson

IT’S ALL ABOUT RELATIONSHIPS

Chris and | drove over Oliver’s Hill the other morning and looked out across a really clear Bay towards the city. We
could see not just the outline of the city buildings forty kilometres away, but the detail of them. Chris said we should
get a good look at them as we may not see them so clearly again in our lifetime. One of the few benefits of this time
of coronavirus is how much clearer the air is.

As we read from the first chapter in the Bible, Genesis 1, God not only made the world and everything in it, but
declared it very good. If you read the whole chapter, you will see it is in the form of a hymn of praise. There are
seven verses and after each verse there is a chorus telling us that God saw the creation and said it was very good.

You will also see the Trinity at work — God the Creator, the Word which reaches out to do the work of creation and
the Spirit which breathes life into human beings and all who have life. These three are in relationship with one
another to do the work of creating our world, and create human beings to be in relationship with God, with one
another and with the created world. Aboriginal people understand this well, knowing the Great Creator Spirit has
put them into relationship with their country and with all the beings in that country.

The second chapter tells us how things go wrong — when people break their relationship with God, with one another
and with the created world. This chapter isn’t about a particular man and a particular woman. In Hebrew, the word
adam means man, and eve means life. It is clearly written in the form of a parable telling us about where we all go
wrong, when relationships break down.

The rest of the Bible is a long story about God seeking to get back into relationship with us, so that we may be in a
better relationship with one another and with creation.

The reason why countries like Australia and New Zealand have done so well dealing with COVID 19 compared to
other countries is that we somehow understand that we are indeed “all in this together”, and that we will mostly put
up with temporary limits on our ordinary freedom for the good of all. What we see in countries such as the United
States is an overemphasis on individual freedom instead of concern for all, and on property and wealth instead of
people. Itis not going well.

God, who lives in relationship as Father, Son and Spirit, longs to live in relationship with us
and longs for us to live in relationship with one another and with the creation.

That is the only way this world will work.

Robert Johnson
Trinity Sunday 2020

Video Message from Rev Dr Robert Johnson

For those of you with computers, you will be able to access this weeks recorded message from Rev
Johnson. The message can be accessed on the front page of our website : www.ucappep.net/Chelsea
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CONGREGATION NEWS
Rae Sinclair sends her regards to everyone at Uniting
by the Bay! Her daughter, Judy, says she is well

Unfortunately Elaine Guest had a nasty fall on last
week. She seems to be ok, but has a nasty bump and
bruise on her forehead. She spent Thursday night in
hospital. Was back to the nursing home last Friday.

This is the link for this month’s Newsbeat from
Presbytery: https://www.ucappep.org/wp-
content/uploads/2020/05/Newsbeat-May-2020

If you have any news or articles, tell us what you
have been doing for the Newsletter, please send
them to barbguinea@bigpond.com

Jim’s Joke of the week

R -

Happy 90t birthday to Mabel Arnold and Audrey Hamlett.
Audrey is celebrating on 17" June at her
granddaughter's. She is still at her son's in Foster. Phone
no. is 5681 2203 if you wish to contact her. Any mail can
he sent to her home address.

A sixteen-year-old boy comes home with an almost new
Porsche and claims he bought it from a lady down the
road for 15 dollars.

"I was riding my bike past her house and she asked me
if | wanted to buy the car. | said yes and paid her."
Incredulous and suspicious, Mum heads down and
confronts the lady. Her response was simple.

"My husband left on what he said was a business trip.
But, | knew what he was up to. His secretary went with
him. This morning he rang, said he was stranded, asked
me to sell his car and send him the money. So |l did."

Weekday Lectionary Readings:
8" June to 14" June 2020
These readings are taken from "With Love to the World
and printed here with permission

Day Date Reading

Monday June 8 Genesis 18: 1-15, (21: 1-7)
Tuesday June 9 Genesis 20

Wednesday | June 10 Romans 5: 1-8

Thursday June 11 Romans 5: 9-17

Friday June 12 Matthew 9: 35— 10: 8
Saturday June 13 Matthew 10: 9-23

Sunday June 14 Psalm 116: 1-2, 12-19

Report on the ASP Manse Site.
Manse site at 24 Clydebank Road, Edithvale.

This is an update on the development of the Manse site.

Last year the Church Council proposed to the
congregation to construct 4 townhouses on the Manse
site with the rear townhouse being retained as a Manse
and the other 3 townhouses being sold off.

On the 21t May Russell Craig-Brown from Synod property
services informed the Church Council that the architect
Seamus from Seamus Walsh Designs advised that the City
of Kingston Planner has allowed the planning application
to proceed to the advertising stage.

This means that shortly the City of Kingston will send out
letters to nearby dwellings and place the yellow sign at
the front of the 24 Clydebank Road advertising what is
proposed for the site. All being well hopefully no nearby
residents will have any concerns to raise and later on in
the year the Manse will be demolished and construction
of 4 new townhouses will commence. So by late 2021
early 2022 our Minister will have a new residence to move
into should they desire.

We have been very fortunate that the current tenant has
been renting the Manse for a number of years and it is
hoped they will stay there until advised by us that they
need to vacate. The tenant has indicated to the Estate
Agent in charge of leasing the Manse that they are
experiencing some financial difficulties in making the
monthly rental payment and this information has been
conveyed to Church Council. The tenant has not made
many requests for costly maintenance and with the
current COVID 19 pandemic situation a reduction of 10%
was offered to the tenant and duly accepted. Weekly
rental amount is now $427.50. Should the tenant say they
are vacating the Manse site in the nearby future it will be
nearly impossible lease the Manse for 5 or 6 months so it
is the Church’s interest to keep the current tenant at the
Manse and it is hoped that the revised weekly rent is
sufficient to keep them happy.

This report prepared by Peter Cochrane



https://www.ucappep.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Newsbeat-May-2020
https://www.ucappep.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Newsbeat-May-2020
mailto:barbguinea@bigpond.com

Cyprus and Barnabas — Armchair Travel, Elizabeth Alexandrou

Back in 2008, | went on my first trip to the Island that was the birthplace of my Father-in-Law and his
ancestors as far back as we can trace.

The Island has an amazing history, but | will capture just a fragment, that really would take a whole
book plus many more.

The Cypriot people have been part of many different empires, and the earliest human evidence
dates back 10000 years B.C. Cyprus is in the Mediterranean, and naturally was part of the Roman
Empire from 30 BC to 330 AD. Fast forward to 1878 to 1960 Cyprus was part of the Commonwealth.
To sum up the political dramas in a paragraph would be difficult at this point, but in 1974 the Turkish
invaded Cyprus and the outcome was a Border dividing Cyprus into the Northern Cyprus (Turkish
Occupation) and the Republic of Cyprus (the Greek Speaking side), and then we have the Muslim and
the Orthodox.

Complex and detailed, | am here to show you one part of the North, that has a rich history in the
ancient town of Salamis and the Church of St Barnabas.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barnabas | am no writer, and in short if you want to brush up on the

history of Barnabas just head here. — :

. oA
So much easier and allows more :
room for photos. ‘ 3

Barnabas was born in Cyprus and
Martyred in Salamis (just North of
Famagusta)

Salamis also has an interesting
history but was eventually destroyed
by and a series of earthquakes in the
4t Century.

Here are the impressive remains of
the Gymnasium.

The link to the web site provides
some history of the tomb of St
Barnabas, underneath the little
chapel.

With the Invasion, the Orthodox Greek Cypriots were forced
South, and the Muslim Turks sent packing up North. If only it
happened so simply, but there was death and heartache and
again so much history. However, what it did mean was that
Orthodox and Christian Church were left to ruin, but there
were a couple of Exceptions and The Church and Monastery
of St Barnabas eventually became a Museum, and the Icon
from many of the Orthodox Churches in the North were
saved and adorn the walls in the Museum.

(Orthodox Frescos! | have seen a few now in
Cyprus and can evoke so much emotion in their
story telling.)
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Just south in Famagusta, a town worth googling, lies the remains of many churches, of many
denominations, some accessible and many still behind barbed wire. However, the church of note is
the old Catholic Cathedral of St Nicholas, now the Lala Mustafa Mosque.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lala_Mustafa Pasha Mosque Now with a tower with a Turret and an
internal orientation that is from side to side. Disorientating at first, but that, to me reinforces, that
the Church is not about the building it is about the people.
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