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Bringing peace to Rohingya \ /
refugees in Bangladesh e

The coronavirus has reached the world’s Bowl
largest refugee camp and widespread

misinformation about the virus is making it harder for
doctors to contain the virus. Act for Peace’s local partner
is working with doctors, community workers and
religious leaders to dispel myths and teach people how
to stop the spread. Your Christmas Bowl gift will help
give refugees around the world the long-term support
they need. Please give today.
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Message from Rev Dr Robert Johnson

HOW DO WE HEAR THE WORD?

How do we hear God’s Word to us? Just asking that question sounds like it is addressed to really important religious
figures, but it is actually a question for ordinary people struggling with everyday life.

Would a single teenage girl in a poor part of an occupied country, or even a single teenage girl in an outback part of
Australia, be expecting to hear a special Word from God, calling them to an incredibly important role for the whole
world? That is what we are asked to believe in this reading from Luke’s Gospel.

Even more important, we are asked to believe that God addresses each of us, calling us to be part of God’s unveiling
story of salvation for the world. How do we hear God’s Word calling us to follow Jesus? Today we listen to God’s call
to the young Mary, as Norman Habel interprets it for us in Australia.

— Mary’s Fear’ _

The reason we are being asked to listen to an Australian
2 ary. Th I's word ified 5 . . . . .
3 e sy gl 1 clutehed my virgin Womb version of the people involved in preparing for Christmas,

caught in a web of anxious dreams, and held it tightly,

I have heard tall tales afraid of the cold unknown is so that we can realise that God still comes to ordinary
of bunyips, devil dogs, and ghosts about to pierce my body. r

Talting I . people struggling with everyday life — including you and
Yet when the bush angel appeared me, and we are asked to be open to hearing God’s Word

it seemed kind,

a slim brown figure - to us. It probably won’t be something momentous like

dancing with smiles before me,

like a lyrebird : bringing to birth the Saviour of the World, but God needs

framed in a silhouette of fire.

“Don’t be afraid’, the angel said, many people to share in the plan to renew the world.
“You have been chosen by God

to have a child called Jesus.

He will be God’s Son;

Son of the Silent One

high above.’”

Back then it was shepherds, the lowest of the low, who
were called on to welcome Jesus into the world. Maybe

Bio% can 1 hve & hikd we are being called to look out for those who need a
when I don’t even have a husband?’ . . . .

i : welcoming or a caring hand. The Magi came looking for
‘A sha_\d‘?\‘v v}v:ll hoveir 0):r you . ; i

t', the angel said, .

“the Spirit from the Drcaming a king; and found him not in a palace, but among the
will plant a seed within you,

e oot from Ood Rimeslt ; animals in a crowded peasant’s house. Maybe we will
In time, you will have his Son.” . .
see God in unlikely places and people.

I quivered in fear
like a lost baby bird.

This Advent, let us keep our eyes and ears open for the God who still breaks into our world and still calls ordinary
people to be part of His plan for this world.

Robert Johnson

6 December — 2™ Sunday of Advent



Congregation News

Barbara Allen and David Morgan

Happy birthday to Ann Arundale for last Friday. *'wi"‘“’

CHURCH COUNCIL

The December Church Council meeting has been moved
to Monday 7th December. This was done to ensure we
have the uptodate COVID information when making
future announcements. Meeting will be via ZOOM.

VCE is finished

Congratulations to all the parents of VCE students. It
over and you made it. Well done to the students too.

S

AGM for UNITING BY THE BAY

As we get closer to the end of the year, it's time for each
group to start preparing their financial statements and
reports for the AGM which will most likely be held in
March. We will have two reports to go through, as we
did not have the opportunity to do the 2019 AGM due to
COVID closures.

Group Treasurers with U Ethical accounts will have to
wait until the end of year for figures. As UEthical are
doing their accounting differently now, Paul will be in
contact to help you with the paperwork. Please send
copies of your report and bank statement as at
31/12/2020 to Paul so that he can complete the overall
Church MYOB.

Group Secretaries - If your group did not meet in 2020
due to COVID you do not need to write an annual
statement for the report. We will still require a report
from any groups that have operated including the Op
Shop, Book Club and Church Council who have all
continued to operate.

CHRISTMAS SERVICE

Planning is underway for a Christmas Service to be held
on Sunday 20th December at 5pm. We will have more
information next week, but we are planning an outdoor
service at our Chelsea Church. Please bring your own
chairs or seating. We will be operating under Covid
restrictions, so social distancing will be required but it
will be lovely to see as many people as possible. We will
know more next week after the Premier has made his
Sunday announcements.

Thank you to the team who are planning this wonderful
event. It will be a great way to finish off the year.

Weekday Lectionary Readings :

7th to 13th December 2020

These readings are taken from “With Love to the World”
and are printed here with permission

Day Date Reading
Monday December 7 Isaiah 61: 1-7
Tuesday December 8 Isaiah 61: 8-11

Wednesday | December 9 Isaiah 65: 17-25

Thursday December 10 |John 1: 6-8, 19-28
Friday December 11 |1 Thessalonians 5: 16-28
Saturday December 12 |James 5: 7-11

Sunday December 13 |Psalm 126

OP SHOP NEWS

Our church Op Shop
will close for the
Christmas break from

\ Friday, December 18,

# to Monday, January 11.

Due to COVID 19 the Op shop AGM is postponed from the
11th to early next year.

CHRISTMAS BOWL 2020

We won't be able to hand out Christmas Bowl envelopes this
year, but you can still give your donation for this very
important mission via the Christmas Bowl website. You can
click on the link below and it will take you to the Uniting By
The Bay donations page. We thank you in advance for your
support.

Uniting by the Bay Chelsea Carrum e Christmas Bowl 2020
(actforpeace.org.au)

OR
DONATION WEBSITE: CHRISTMAS BOWL APPEAL

https://christmasbowl.actforpeace.org.au/56539



https://christmasbowl.actforpeace.org.au/56539
https://christmasbowl.actforpeace.org.au/56539
https://christmasbowl.actforpeace.org.au/56539

This article sent to me by Jill Williamson—Thanks Jill. Permission is granted to all Uniting churches to forward
the link.

Uniting Church in Australia
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Here's Week 2 from the Transforming Worship Circle - an Advent song to
share in your worship.

Tell a Story of Hope!

Thank you to all the singers in our growing virtual choir!

VIMEO.COM
Tell a Story of Hope: Second Week of Advent
The Transforming Worship Circle is giving the gift of song this advent. Here's Week 2. P...

SUNDAY SERVICES ON LINE

Just a reminder that you can watch Sunday services from Glen Waverley Uniting Church at 10.00am. The link is
via www.gwuc.org.au.

Mt Eliza Uniting church is also streaming their service from 9.50am. For log on information go to their website:
http://www.mteliza.unitingchurch.org.au/services/ and follow the links.

Video Message from Rev Dr Robert Johnson

For those of you with computers, you will be able to access this weeks recorded message from Rev Johnson.
The message can be accessed on the front page of our website : www.ucappep.net/chelsea




PANTRY. Don’t forget the pantry over Christmas and New Year and, if you are able, add
something extra into your shopping basket as enquiries always increase at this time of the
year. Toilet paper is always welcome, especially when half-price at Woolworths (the packets
are broken up and two rolls put in bags for distribution), as well as clothes washing powder
(also decanted into zip lock bags), tins of beetroot, peas, corn, etc., fruit in tins.
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GIVES THICKER,
RICHER SUDS

BRAIN TWISTER FOR THE WEEK

This Week’s Brain Twister:

I’'m tall and twisted, Narrow and fast, I’'m there for a moment,
But my devastation lasts.

What am I?

Last week’s Brain Twister:

Other than being colors, what do the words orange, silver and purple have in
common? Answer: There is no word in the English language that rhymes
with them.




